
Book Reviews

PEOPLE, POLITICS  &  COMMUNITY  IN THE  LATER MIDDLE AGES.
Edited Joel Rosenthal and  Colin  Richmond. 1987. Alan  Sutton, Gloucester,
£17.50.

Fifteenth-century historians have  been  well-served in recent years by the
published  proceedings  generated by a succession of  conferences.  This  latest
addition to the series parts with tradition in  drawing on  a  variety of  sources,
rather than a  single occasion. Six papers from the  conference held  at  Keele  in
1985 are augmented by contributions from the  20th  International Congress on
Medieval  Studies  held at Western  Michigan  University in the  same  year and
from  other, unspecified sources.

In an important paper, Ian Arthurson considers the rising of  1497  and
contributes significantly to the growing body of evidence  that  the first  Tudor
was not as  secure  on his throne as historians used to assume. In the process he
demonstrates persuasively that  the true nature of the rebellion is distorted if it is
viewed solely through the medium of the subsequent act of attainder  —
something which is equally true  of the  1483  rising against  Richard  III. Readers
of  this journal  will also be intrigued to see the  Anne  of Fowey, once Gloucester’s
vessel and employed by him in the Scottish campaigns, summoned again for
service against the  Scots, this time by Henry VII.

The relations of England and  Scotland  underlie the enjoyable  paper  by
Marjorie Drexler on  Scottish  origin myths. As is well  known, one strand of the
medieval  English  origin  myth  was that Britain was  founded  by Brutus, grandson
of the Trojan hero Aeneas, who  gave  England to his eldest  son, Wales to the
second son and Scotland to the third. In their efforts to assert not only their
independence of, but  also  their superiority to, the English, late-medieval  Scots
countered  by claiming descent from a  Greek  prince married to  Scota, the
daughter of an Egyptian pharaoh, whose  descendants arrived in Ireland by way
of Spain. This story changed slightly over time — later exponents dropped the
detail  that  Ireland had  been spotted from  the top of a  high  mountain in  Spain  —-
but it remained the favoured version of the Scottish  past  until well into the
sixteenth  century.

Two papers consider fifteenth-century bishops.  Virginia Davis  explores  the
contribution of William Waynflete to the educational revolution of the period.
In the  process she modifies the currently-held view  that  Henry VI’s  foundation
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of Eton and  King’s  was conceived as  a  copy of  Wykeham’s  earlier foundations
of Winchester and New College. Rosemary Hayes traces the steps by which
William Alnwick, later bishop of Norwich and Lincoln, rose to eminence and
provides  a  useful  case  study of elevation  through  service.

These twin  themes, education and service, are  explored  from different
angles  in several of the other contributions. Charles  Smith  investigates the use
of royal  Chancery clerks in private service at the end of the  fourteenth  century
and argues  that  this  dual loyalty subsequently became  unacceptable. He links
this  change  with the employment of chancery clerks  by the opponents of Henry
IV, which led to the practice being outlawed under Henry V.  More  generally, he
suggests that the practice was not subsequently revived because private
employers had  ceased  to value the services of Chancery clerks, but this must be
regarded as non proven. Smith admits (p.177) that  royal  records  are of limited
value in researching private administrations, but his references  suggest  that  he
has not, in  fact, searched private accounts for the employment of chancery
clerks later in the century.

Service of  a  rather different kind is discussed by Kate  Mertes in her paper
on the household as  a  religious community, in which she marshals  a  range  of
evidence to support her thesis that communal religious observance was valued
by both  lords and their servants as an expression of their corporate solidarity.
The paper  acts  as an effective trailer for her  study of the  noble household,
published earlier this year by Blackwell. Michael  Bennett, in  a  paper on
careerism in late-medieval England, offers  a  wide-ranging survey of  a  topic
which he has made very much his  own.  His View of careerism as the social
melting pot of the later middle  ages makes  a major contribution to the  vexed
question of medieval  social  mobility.

Cheshire, whose social structures were  explored  in  Bennett‘s  earlier work
on careerism, is the  setting for James Gillespie's paper: a laborious
demonstration  that  fewer  Cheshire  men died at  Blore Heath  than local
historians have previously supposed. An altogether  more  worthwhile local
study is provided by Simon Payling’s investigation of law and arbitration in
Nottinghamshire, which offers substantial support to the recent emphasis on
arbitration, rather than more violent forms of self-help, as the preferred way of
settling legal disputes.  This  has profound implications for our view of  local
political  society, particularly when, as here, it is  possible  to find evidence of
local involvement in the  settlement.

Local solidarity in another  guise  is the theme of Ben  McRee’s  contribution,
which surveys the  attempts  of medieval civic  gilds  to enforce standards of
behaviour  among their  members, and unsurprisingly concludes  that  it was  just
one more way (along with the wearing of livery, for instance) by which the gilds
sought to protect their public image.  Image, in this  case  royal efforts to project
the king and his immediate  circle  as  a  breed apart, is also at the heart of Joel
Rosenthal’s  survey of royal ecclesiastical foundations in the  fifteenth  century,
although it cannot be said that his longer v'iew adds all  that much  to the reign-
by-reign surveys which he here  castigates  as  unduly fragmentary.

As will  have become  apparent, the range of  subjects covered here is very
wide  —  so much so  that  the editors wisely eschew  any attempt  to impose  a
unifying theme  in their introduction. Inevitably, therefore, different readers will
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have their own favourites, particularly as many of the  papers  are also concerned
with fairly narrow topics. No one, however,  should  come away from the  book
empty-handed. There are  plenty of  good  things here,  including some papers of
lasting value.  It is  a  pity that the  book  is marred by some  extremely  sloppy
proof-reading, which has even made  a  nonsense  of the  publication  details  —  the
date of  1984  for first  publication  in America would imply extraordinary  powers
of precognition by the St. Martin’s  Press.

ROSEMARY  Hoanox

BIBLIA PAUPERUM.  A facsimile and edition by Avril Henry. 1987. Scolar
Press, Aldershot, £42.

Biblia Pauperum  is an early but probably not original title used to describe  a
book  that was not  a  bible and was not  meant  for the poor (who could not have
understood  the illustrations without the  difficult  but indispensable Latin  text);
it is  a  name of convenience for a religious picture  book  of the more complicated
kind. Whatever its  unknown  original  purpose, it  could  not, and certainly can
not, ‘be read cover to cover at  a  sitting’. It demands the knowledge, perception
and concentration of the initiate, and in this first English edition  that  includes
all the pictures and a transcript of the  text  as well as  a  translation and  a
commentary, Avril Henry has done everything possible  to initiate us.

The  present  edition is based mainly on an impression  —  now in  Dresden  —
of a version of the  Biblia Pauperum  made  about 1460.  Every one of the forty
pages  contains three major pictures, two minor  ones  and heavily abbreviated
Latin  explanatory texts.  The central  scene  is  usually a  New Testament  one, the
other two are Old  Testament  ‘foreshadowings‘ of the main  one.  Each  page also
has two double  ‘portraits’ of Old Testament authors to  accompany some  of their
sayings  that  can be interpreted as  prophecies  of the central event. The  whole  is
completed by three  tituIi,  punning lines of  verse, often  with a  double  meaning.
All  these  items are  closely interrelated and every page  is  pregnant  with
interpretative possibilities.  Basic  is the  idea that  everything is part of  God’s
intended plan, turning the Old Testament  into  ‘an elaborate  code  to
understanding the  New’.  Even we are  still able  to see the association of Christ
bearing the  Cross  with Isaac carrying the fire-wood for his father -— though  the
one knew what he was  doing and the other did not —, but the two  sticks  of
wood that  the widow of Sarephta (3 Kings 17:  8-12) had  gathered  to  give  some
substance  or  flavour  to her starvation meal, we do  not, without prompting,
interpret as another prefiguration of the Cross.

As well as giving the whole  book  in facsimile and discussing its possible
purpose  and interpreting its  contents, every aspect  of the  Biblia Pauperum  is
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dealt with: typology (the  way of  thinking that is based on  prefiguration) and its
use in  other  art  forms; the making of the  book  (how each  double spread was cut
from one  block  of  wood); the artistic value and design of the pictures and their
relation to and  influence  on other pictorial arts (21 subject  on  which  one would
like more illustrations to be included). All the information one needs for full
understanding has  been brought together  with  obvious pleasure.

In spite of all the trouble taken by the author this is not an easy book  to
use:  it needs mental and physical effort to gather all the information from the
pictures, transcribed  texts, commentary and notes  contained  in its various parts.
This is not the fault of the edition, which has tackled every editorial problem
with acumen and  common  sense, it is our inevitable lack of biblical and
iconographical knowledge that is to be blamed. Even an erratic use of the  book,
however, will  help the reader to share more of the medieval frame of reference.

LlVlA  VlSSER—FUCHS

Notices  of  Books  and  Articles

The following list  consists of  recent  books and articles, mainly published in the
last twelve months, although earlier publications may be included. The
appearance of an item  does  not preclude its  subsequent  review. Items marked by
an asteriskare in the  Society's  Library.

BOOKS
John Oliver Hand and Martha Wolff, Early Netherlandish Painting.  The
Collections of the National Gallery of Art Systematic Catalogue. 320 pages.
Illustrated.  1988.  Cambridge University Press.  £40.

Catalogue  of the fifteenth and  sixteenth  century paintings  in the National  Gallery of
Art, Washington.  Short  biographies and  bibliographies  of the  artists; entries on the
individual paintings.

R. H. Helmholz, Canon  Law and the Law of England.  364 pages. 1987.
Hambledon Press, London.  £25.

The  author’ s  collected  essays. Includes  'Bastardy Litigation  m  Medieval England’,
‘Crime, Compurgation  and the  Courts  of the  Medieval Church', and  ‘Usury and the
Medieval  Church  Courts'.
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Edward  Hodnett, Five Centuries  of English  Book Illustration.  280  pages.
Illustrated. 1988. Scolar Press, Aldershot.  £65.

Includes  a  general critical  account  and chapters on  each  of the five centuries
including the  fifteenth.  Catalogue of illustrators and  books.  Bibliographies.  Extensively
illustrated.

Le  Livre  des  Tournois  du Roi  René  de la  Bibliothéque Nationale,  Ms.  Frangais
2695.  Introduction  by Francois  Avril.  85 pages. Illustrated. Editions Herscher,
Paris. 250 Fr.

Reissue  of the earlier edition of  King René  d'Anjou’s  ‘Book  of  Tournaments’ with  a
new  introduction  and all the illustrations in  excellent colour.

Pamela Sheingorn, The  Easter  Sepulchre  in  England.  Early Drama, Art and
Music  Reference  Series, 5. Medieval Institute Publications, Western Michigan
University, Kalamazoo.  1987.  426  pages. Illustrated.  Hardback and paperback.

Detailed  examination  covering the  rites  in  England,  the  form  and  iconography and
the role of the Easter  Sepulchre  in English religious life up to the Reformation.

Glanmor Williams, Recovery,  Reorientation  and  Reformation: Wales,  c.1415-
£232. 528  pages.  1988. Clarendon Press, Oxford, and University of Wales Press.

The  third volume  of the new  History of Wales, from the revolt of  Owain GlyndWr  to
the Civil  War.

ARTICLES

Philip L. Armitage and Barbara West, with contributions from others, Fauna]
Evidence from  a  late medieval garden well of the Greyfriars, London,
Transactions  of the  London  and  Middlesex Archaeological Society,  volume 36,
1985, pages  107-136.

An  examination  of debris of  c.1480  to  c.1500  in the  well  shaft  of the  garden  of the
London  Greyfriars, undertaken  in  1979  shows  that  the Friars had  a  frugal diet,
contrasting to the  more  luxurious food  of the  monastic  orders, and  that  their garden was
likely to  have  been of the orchard variety.  Both findings  are consistent  with  other  details
known  of the Greyfriars.

Ronald  F. Homer, The Medieval Pewterers of  London, c.l  190-1457,
Transactions  of the  London  and  Middlesex Archaeological Society,  volume 36,
1985, pages  137-163.

Includes  the  origins  of the  craft, the  craft after 1348, their  market, manufacturing
techniques, ordinances  and  their location  in  London.  With  lists of their  wills  and deeds,
and of all  pewterers  known  before c.1457.

Eileen White, Places  for  Hearing the Corpus Christi Play in  York, Medieval
English Theatre,  vol. 9, number 1, 1987, pages  23-63.

Examination  of the precise  places  where the  play waggons  were  positioned  and
where their audiences  sat, comparing the  earliest evidence  with the  latest  and  taking the
size of the  streets  and  position  of the contemporary housing into  account.  Diagrams,
plans and  photographs.
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Notes  on  Contributors

Rosemary E.  Horrox.  Co-editor  of the  Society’s  edition of BL.  Harleian
MS.  433.

Muriel  Smith.  A member  since  1970  and  a  previous contributor. Has  also
contributed to  Notes  and  Queries,  Royal  Stuart Review  and  Wilkie Collins
Society Journal.

Livia Visser-Fuchs‘ has  been  a Member since 1980. She is working on the
literary background and propaganda of Anglo-Burgundian relations of the
Yorkist period.

Glanmor Williams, FBA, ProfessOr  of History, University College,
Swansea, 1957-82. His  books  inblude The  Welsh Church  from Conquest  to
Reformation  (1962); Welsh Reformation  Essays  (1967); and  Recovery,
Reorientation,  and  Reformation: Wales, 1415-1642  (1987).

Contributions  to. the  Ricardian

These  are welcomed on any subject relevant  to the  aims  of the  Society. These  may be
illustrated by photographs (glossy prints  showing good  contrast) or by line  drawings.  All
contributions, including letters, must  be  typewritten, with double spacing and adequate
margins, on one side of the  paper only.  Permission  must  be  obtained  for the use of  copyright
material, but this' 15 not  usually necessary for  short quotes.  References  and  footnotes must  be
given  in one  sequence  at the end of the article. Details need not be  given  in full for  second
and  subsequent  referenm to the  same source. They must take  the form of the  following
examples:
R.  Horrox  and P. W.  Hammond  (eds. ), British  Library Manuscript  433 (4  vols.
Upminster and  London 1979-83), vol.  I, pp.  45-6.
Daniel Williams, The  hastily drawn  up will of William  Catesby Esquire, 25  August 1485,
leicestershire Archaeological  and  Historical  Society Transactions,  vol.  51  (1975-6), p. 48.

Anyone interested  in  taking display advenisement space—full, half  or  quarter page—or
in  placing an insert  should contact  the Editor.  (Classified  advertisements  should  be  sent  to
the Editor of the Bulletin).

Contributions  for the  December 1988  Ricardian  must reach  Miss  Anne Sutton, 17
Enfield Cloisters, Fanshaw  Street, London  N1  6LD, by September  30.  Articles should  be
sent  well  in advance. Funher advice on  presentation  may be  obtained from  the Editor.
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RICHARD III,
CROWN  AND  PEOPLE

Edited James Petre

A collection of the most useful and interesting articles that
appeared in The  Ricardian  from  [975  to 1981. Many of  them
have  been revised and extended in the  light  of recent research.
Subjects include an edition of the Chancery warrants  1483-5, the
administration of justice by Richard  111, North, South  and
Richard  III, the King‘s relations  with  Oxford, Gloucester and
Southwark, Richard’s illegitimate children, the transmission of
the news of the  Tudor  landing in 1485, the pre-contract, John
Howard as ‘murderer' of the Princes, biographies of William
Colyngbourne, John  Harcourt, Sir Robert  Percy and many
other contemporaries.  ,

Illustrated (15 plates, 2  in colour). 462 pages.

Special price  to  Members  £14.50, including p. & p., féom  Miss
A.  Smith, 14  Lincoln  Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2  6T].
Cheques to be payable to  Richard  111 Society.

£25, including p. & p. to  Non-qbers, from Alan Sutton’
Publishing Ltd., 30  Brunswick  Road, Gloucester  GL1  IHG.
Cheques to be  payable  to  Alan  Sutton Publishing Ltd.


